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Joseph Brant and Lemuel Cooke build historic site
832 Ridge Road: 

Cooke House
At 832 Ridge Road sits a house 

with history that predates its con-
struction. The fi rst known struc-
ture built on this spot was made 
by Joseph Brant, a Mohawk chief, 
and his tribe. It was the site of 
their camp, and later the cabin of 
Brant. 

Englishmen took a liking to 
him, and Sir William Johnson 
“pampered” Brant, even sending 
him to England to get an educa-
tion. 

The tribe was allied with the 
British during the Revolutionary 
War, a time when they would, of 
necessity, vacate their ancestral 
village to be protected by the Brit-
ish. Their loyalty to the British 
would gain them a piece of land 
in Canada, which would eventu-
ally be named Brantford, because 
it was recognized as Brant’s ford. 

The home, as it stands today, 
was built by Capt. Lemuel Cooke, 
who placed it on top of the Brant 
home foundation. His father, 
Isaac, fought in the Revolutionary 

War under Washington, and Lem-
uel served as one of the rare army 
surgeons on the rebel side. 

Lemuel Cooke moved to Fort 
Niagara in 1796 when the gov-

ernment offered a program to 
provide free transportation to any 
soldier who would work a year 
at a frontier fort. Around 1802, 
Cooke moved to Lewiston, mak-
ing him one of the fi rst settlers 
of the area. In the War of 1812, 
he would provide medical aid to 
soldiers in his home and later 
helped soldiers cross the river in 
the Battle of Queenston Heights. 

This job was especially fi t for him 
because he operated the ferry 
house in Lewiston landing. 

Afterward, Lemuel Cooke 
would become a reputable person 
in the area and a Lewiston judge. 
In 1820, he would build a respect-
able house on Ridge Road, where 
it still stands today. 

Bicentennial Weekend
The Lewiston bicentennial cel-

ebration is now just weeks away. 
Visit www.Lewiston200.org for 
details. Be sure to invite all your 
former Lewiston friends and fam-
ily to join us for the four-day cel-
ebration of Lewiston’s history.

Thanks to Ken Slaugenhoupt, 
Tom Collister and Austin Heinz 
for the article.

•Find all of the HAL articles on-
line at www.wnypapers.com.

An historic house on an even more historic site: Lemuel Cooke built upon 
the foundation of an earlier house built and occupied by Joseph Brant, a 
Mohawk chief. • A closer look at the former Cooke House as it looks today. 
Not far south from this home is the site of the “Brant Spring,” a long-time 
water source for the Mohawk residents – still referred to in modern real estate 
records.

HAL looks at Niagara Parks
The Historical Association of 

Lewiston’s next program is “The 
History of the Niagara Parks.” 
James Hill will speak at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, May 26, at the Luther-
an Church of the Messiah Fel-
lowship Hall, 915 Oneida St. 

Since 1885, Ontario’s Niagara 
Parks have cared for the Cana-
dian side of the Niagara River. 
Hill’s presentation includes the 

story of the park and some of the 
dramatic events that have taken 
place on the grounds cared for 
by the Niagara Parks Commis-
sion. 

For 25 years, he has been with 
the Niagara Parks Commission 
historic sites – including Old Fort 
Erie, Laura Secord Homestead, 
Mackenzie Printer and McFar-
land House. He has overseen 

an extensive art and artifact col-
lection, plus over 100 markers, 
monuments and plaques along 
the Niagara Parkway. Hill also 
worked for Parks Canada and the 
Friends of Fort George, holds a 
private pilot’s license, and for-
merly served as a captain in the 
Reserve Army. He lives with his 
wife, Jeannie, and two children in 
Niagara Falls, Ontario.

This community event is free 
and open to all. Refreshments 
will be served.
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